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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Woodbury Historic District #1 is a residential community
bounded by open fields and woods. It has a variety of ¢olonial/
and Federal/houses within it and includes a number of#ggggg,
Rev1val/and Victorian,buildings as well., The impression that the
town creates is that of the restraint and simplicity of the
Federal period, perhaps because most of the structures have

been painted white-—a phenomenon which produces incongrous effects
in some instances (for example, where the heavy decoration of
some Victorian buildings has been made "1nconSplcuous") However,
the general effect of the white painted exteriors is to create

a sense of unity and serenity.

Within the district are one hundred forty-two houses, five

public buildings, three greens, two schools, nine churches and
religious properties and three privately supported historic
structures. Some houses still stand which were built as e
as 1680« In general a continuous series of houses exist w fk
embody the history of the town from 1674 to the present.

The numbers of houses of each historical period are:

1. The Zarly Colonial Period (1674-1740) 13
2. The Late Colonial Period (1741-1788) 17

3. The Federal Period(1789-1828) 22 .
L. The Pre-Civil Waxr Period (1829-1865) 36
5, The Post Civil War Period (1866-1900) 17
6. The 20th Century Period (1901-1969) 37

Total 142

The historic district functions as a commercial area and serves
approximately 5,000 petple for their everyday needs. The most
significant part of the town's commercial life are the antique
dealers,at least twenty-seven shops exist in Woodbury and

nineteen of these are located in the historic district. Individuals
skilled in related crafts and professions such as the restoration
of furniture and paintings have been drawn to the area, and

several nationally known artists now live in the town and
surrounding country-side.

Some of the buildings in town deserving special mention are:

The Glebe House, built in 1746 and now owned by the Seabury

Sociely, is open to the public. Here on March 25, 1783, ten of
the fourteen Episcopal Clergymen in Cornecticut met to choose
heir candidate to be head of an American episcopacy. They

named Samuel Seabury,who, failing to satisfy bishops in England,
Journeyed on to Scotland where he was cordially received and on

November 14, 1784 was consecrated by three Scottlsh bishops. Thus

he became the first bishop of the national church in the United
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District Number 1 extends through the center of the Town of Woodbury

for some two miles on both sides of liain Street (U.S. Route 6). The
southern limit of the district is the Davis parcel #1 on the west side

of the street and the Bull parcel #2 on the east side of Main Street.

The northern limit is the Stewart parcel #127 on the west side of lMain
8treet at Flanders Road and the Morgan parcel #168 at the boundary of the
Regional School ;1L property.

Included also are the following streets running off lain Street
(1) Hollow Road and Sycamore to Pomperaug River, (2) Judson Avenue
to Pomperaug River, (3) School Street, (4) Orenaug and Park Roads
up to Orenaug Park, (5) Pleasant Street including the llerriman
parcel #128, Both sides of the streets indicated are included to
a depth of 200 feet, making a total of 4 miles of streets, of
vwhich 2 miles are on Route 6, and 2 miles of the side streets
enumerated.
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The Hurd House, oldest house in Voodbury and the oldest of the
one-room over one-room construction in Connecticut, built in 1680
and now owned and being restored by the Old Woodbury Historical
Society. Located on Hollow Road.

01d Blacksmith Shop, also the property now of the 0Old lWoodbury
Historical Society. This building dates from about 1825 and was
the shop of a blacksmith until recent years. Hollow Road.

ling Solomon's Lodge Number 7. In 1765 certain Free llasons in
he Woodbury area were granted a charter by the Provincial

Grand Lodge of llassachusetts, then the only Grand Lodge in
Colonial America and there were few local lodges outside of
Boston., These Woodbury lMasons were contemporary with Paul
Revere who, at age 25, was accepted into Saint Andrew's

Lodge in Boston, 1756, Then in 1791 the Woodbury Lodge received
a charter from the Grand Lodge of Connecticut and became King
Solomon's Lodge Number 7. The building on Signal Rock was

built in 1839, lain Street.

St. Paulls Episcopal Church built 1785 by the Zpiscopral Parish

of Woodbury, organized 1740, It has been suggested that St. Paul's
steeple served as a model for the spires on churches built by
David Hoadley between 1813 and 1830, lain Street.

First Congregational Church built 1817 by the First Ecclesiastical
Society of the First Congregational Church organized 1670, This,
the third building of the Ecclesiastical Society of Woodbury, al-
though apparently planned by Harmon Stoddard resembles St, Paul's
spire and has been considered a Hoadlex/%ype church, Main Street.

North Congregational Church built in 1816 by the Strict Congre-
gational Society organized 1816, The belfrey tower on this church
is said to be the only exarple of Asher Benjaminsinfluence in
Connecticut., The pilastercd porch and spire reflect Hoadley in-
fluence, lain Street.

NS,

/

11
Methodist Ipiscopal Church organized 1792 and built 1833\{:@& %
the late Federal Period with a pleasing simplicity of, ”ﬁétgpd;
. o e N
proportion, Iiain Street. e N D

/

St. Teresa's Roman Catheolic Church dominates the Cent®yt
harmonious accord with the other churches yet it was
until 1902/' This accord we owe to Michael Skelly'!'s iksd
that this be so. He was the town's blacksmith but his\&
as a townsman had been felt in meny other ways for over
a century. Iliain Street,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Woodbury Historic District is significant because its
architecture and historic sites embody the history of the

area since the seventeenth century. Nearly every type of house
from the time of settlement to 1828 can be found in the area

and it has some interesting Victorian houses as well. At present

a considerable number of artists, authors, composers, photographers
and skilled artisans with national reputations live in Woodbury
and it is a community which provides a congenial atmosphere for
people whose lives are devoted to the arts.

The town was founded in 1673 when fifteen families from Reverend
Zechariah Walker's church in Stratford settled on land purchased
from the Potatuck Indians. The homelots were laid out along a
Main Street which almost followed the Indian Trail. In 1674 the
General Court gave the name of Woodbury to the plantation at Pom-
peraug; in 1779 a part of Woodbury was set off to Washington, in
1787 another part to Southbury; in 1796 another to Roxbury and
in 1807 a fourth part to Middlebury.

During the revolution Woodbury was a prosperous town, fourth largest
on the State's grand list with a_population in 1776 of 5, 325. , oL
‘According to Crofut about a half of Ethan Allen's men on the expedltl
to Ticonderoga came from Woodbury and some have believed that
Woodbury contributed as many as 1,500 men and more than a half
million dollars worth of supplies to the Continental Army.
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A Report of the Historic District Study Committee.

Woodbury, Connecti-

cut. (February, 1969)

F.S. lMarcy Crofut.

Guide to the History and the Historic Sites

of Connecticut.

New Haven: Yale University

Press, 1937.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the N—éa-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

O Local [
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National
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M. Brie Haioh
Chairman

Conuectious kisztorical Comaslission

75 Sim strest

¥nrtford, Connscticat Q05115

Doar Mr. Hateohes

¥e are plexzsed to infore you that the historic propertles listed on
the enclosurg have baan placed on the National Reglster of ui storic
Placeg. Sanators lowell 2. Welcker, Jr., and Abraham A. Ribicoff

and the appropriate Representatives ara being informed. A leaflot
cxplaining the Hational Register is enclosed for each of the property
owmers. Pleaze withhold sny publicity on this until vou have receivad

a carbon copy of the Congrossional obrrespondence.

Sincerely yours,

«Signed)

Diregtor
Enclogures

Entered in the National Register MAR 11 197

CC:

HR 3/5/71 SMarusin:naf BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR
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southbury Historie District Wo. 1
{_Mocdbury Historie pietrict HNo. L
T Glebe Houso
Maneficld (Reverend Richard) House
williamg {(Rev. Bleazar) Housneo
Creenfisld Hill Historic District
futler-#icCook Homamtaad
williams (Warhan) Houss

tiew Haven County, Connccticut
Livehfield County,. Comnectlout
Litchifield County, Connacticut
New Haven County, Connacticat

Tniland County, Connecticut

Fairfield County, Connecticut
Hartford County, Connecticut
New Haven County, Connecticut
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Director, Northeast Region

-

cc

SMarusin:naf

AR 11 171

B

B30-HR

¥on. Lowell P. Weleker, Jr.

Uaitad States Sanate

HWashington, 2. C.

Dear Sanabor Weloler:

He are pleased to inform you that Uhs ristorie proparties listed on
the enclogure hava besn rosinated Ly the Stata Liaison Officer
appointed by the Govexasr fox the imclewentation of the Kational
Historic Preservation Pragrazs in Comnaotlealb and havs been entexrsd into
the Rational Rejpister cg dintorio Places. Seaztey Abrvahans A. Ribicolf
and the anpropriste Representatives have alﬂﬂ.bﬁﬂﬁ wrovided with this
inforastion. By copy of this letter, the State Liaiszen officer,

¥r. Erie Hatol:, Chalrman, Coansetlcut sdetorical Cowsniseion, 73 Elm
$trest, Bartford, Connschicub 08115, bas iikewise beek notified.

A leaflat explaining the Habional Reulster is cnclosed.

Sincercly youys,

(Sigaed)

Dirgctor

Enclosures

MAR 11197

Zntered in the National Rejlster

ec: Mr. Eric Hatch, Chaivman, Connecticut Historical Commission, 75 Flm Street
tartford, Connecticut 06115

Also notified: United States Senate House of Representatives
tion. Abraham A. Ribicoff Hon. Ella T. Grasso
Hon. John S. lionagan
Hon. Fobart Steele, Jr.
lion. Stewart ickKinney

Hon. William Cottex
ilon. Robert N. Giaimo
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Chir O umdury Listorical Soriety
o INCORPORATED

WOODBURY, CONNECTICUT
May 9, 1974

Mr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register

National Park Service

Department of the Interior e
Washington, D.C. 20240 -

Dear Mr. Murtagh:

In 1973, The 01d Woodbury Historical Society engaged Mr. Tony Wrenn of Alexandria,
Virginia, to do a structure by structure study of all of the buildings in Woodbury's
two historic districts, both of which are listed on the National Register of Historic
Places. He surveyed about 100 buildings and studied their relationship to the whole
streetscape.

In the process of his study, he called our attention to a row of seven contiguous

Greek revival buildings (six houses and one store) which are part of the setting

for one of VWoodbury's pivotal buildings, St. Paul's Episcopal Church erected in

1785 and completely restored to its 18th century exterior facades. Mr. Wrenn

advises us that this particular configuration is almost unique and is of museum quality.
The Woodbury Telephone Company vhose office and plant lie behind this row have now -7
purchased two of the Greek revival homes. It is our understanding that, in the fullness
of time, it is their intention to demolish both buildings; one soon for a driveway and
one later for expansion although it is our belief that the Company has expansion room
(admittedly a little more difficult) to the rear of their present property. In the

face of this threat, we have asked Mr. Wrenn to prepare a special analysis of this

Greek revival row and it is enclosed.

The purpose of this letter, then, is to request that you write to The Woodbury Telephone
Company, attention Mr. Earle W. Munson, President, Main Street, Woodbury, Conn., 06798
and, of course, say what you wish. Naturally, it is our hope that the Company might

be persuaded to return these houses to the residential market or, failing that, to
consider adaptive uses which would preserve, under restoration, the four facades intact.

Thank you in advance for your assistance.
ﬁg;Q‘ /:wy yours,
M, "

an K. Hagary -
President

cc: Mr. Charles A. Herrington, Supervisor Review, National Register, Washington, D.C.

enc:Report to The 01d Woodbury Historical Societyvfrom Mr. Tony Wrenn.

e
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Commonwealth
Bank and Trust
Company

Wellsboro, Pa.
16901

717-724-2621

May 22, 1974

Dr. William Murtaugh :
Keeper of the National Register
of Historic Places

National Park Service
Department of Interior

18th and C Streets, NW
Washington, DC 20000

Dear Dr. Murtaugh:

I recently had a very enjoyable conversation with your

secretary regarding a project that our bank has recently

undertaken in an effort to preserve an old stone home
that was built in 1806. We are in the process of
restoring the house into a branch banking office and
hope to have it in full operation before the end of
the year. We are very excited about this project and
are looking for any ideas, suggestions, or information
we can find that might aid us in our efforts.

We have had historical research done on the family who
built the home and are in the process of doing research
on the more recent owners and their families. We have
also received approval from the Pennsylvania Historical
and Museum Commission to be listed on the Pennsylvania
Inventory of Historic Places as of April 29, 1974.

I am enclosing a copy of our 1973 annual report which
I thought might be of interest. Again I might add any
help or information you could furnish us regarding a
project of this nature would be greatly appreciated.
Thank you for your cooperation and courtesy.

Sincerely,

7/':// s ¢ ) /
st Cf_ b

(Mrs.) Harriet J. Irwin
Marketing Officer
HJI:1lc

Enclosure
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¥r, Zarie W, Munsons
President

Voodbury Telephons Company

Main Street

Yoodbury, Commecticutr 06793

Dear Wr, Yamsons

It bas come to our sttention that the Woodbury Telephome Company
has purchased two Greek Revival Houses within the Weodbury Siistorie
Mutfl.mammmlM-muth

The Hational Register {leaflet emclesed) is the Fation's official
list of preperties worth preserviag. Iadividual preperties withia
3 district are perticularly tmportast becawss they comtribute te
the ambience which mskes the district significant, As you kaow,
towas like Woodbury are begimaiag te lose the streetscapes and
individual buildings which make these towms umigue and which reflect
the histery and culture of the town,

I a=» sure you would agrec that compsnies such as yours have a
respousibility to pretect and enhance the cultursl rvesources of

the Satiom. We urge you to consider the fategrity of the historie
distriet, and the architectural isportance of these two buildings,
before taking any action which might esdanger or desature the collee-
tive quality of the Voodbury eamvivessent,

Sincerely yours,
n’&}n‘ Charles A. Herrington (Sgd.)

¥illiem J, Hurtagh
Eecper of the National Registex
Enclosure

ec: Mr. Harland H. Griswold, Chairman, Commecticut Historical Commission,
59 South Prospect Street, Hartford, Conmecticut 06106 ) w/e inec.
FNP:K Cole:#mbec 6/28/74
retyped:eg] 7/3/74
bee: Regional Director, Nerth Atlantic Region )
Director's Reading File
DI

{PR)

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PR
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irs. Havriet J. Ivwin

Harketing Officer
Commonwealth Esak asd Trust Company

Yellshbore, Pemusylvanis 16901
Dear MNrs. Ivwin:

Thank you for your letter comcevning the preservation of the
eld stene home owned by the Commonwealth Bank and Trust Company.

The old astone home msy de eligible for neminstion teo the Netional
Register of Histeric Places. The enclosed leaflet and fact shest
deseribe the Hational Register and its gramt-in—eid pregran.
NHationmal Register properties are eligible to be considered for
ustching graats~-in-aid wnder this pregram.

Soninations te the National Register as well as grasmt-ia-ald
applications ave made by the State through the State Risterie
Preservation 0fficer. You may wish to censult the Femnsylvaania
State Eistoric Preservation 0ffizer, MNr. Willism Wewsr, Executive
Pirestor, Pasmsylivanis Historical and Muscesm Commissios, Bex 1026,
Harrishurg, Pommsylvania 17120. ’

Thank you for emclosing a copy of your 1973 samual repert. The

Hational Register is always intereeted in infovmation regardiag
the adaptive use of historic preperties.

Sincerely yours,

[(Sgd.V William J. Murtagh

William J. Murtagh
Eseper of the National Register

ece: Mr. William J. Wewer, Executive Director, Pemmsylvania Historical
and Museum Commission, Bex 1026, Harrisburg, Pemmnsylvania
17120 ) w/e ine.
FPNP:J Kulezyckiteg] 7/12/74
bec: Regional Director, Mid Atlantic Regiom )
Director's Reading File
DI

(n

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PR
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s " e The Woodbury Telephone Company

Woodbury, Connecticut 06798

=

(203) 263-2121
EARLE W. MUNSON
President & Treasurer
A. E. B. TANNER July 22, 1974

Vice President

ADDIS W. MORGAN
Secretary

J. GARRY MITCHELL
General Manager

Mr, William J. Murtagh
Keeper of the National Register
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service
Washington, D. C.
Dear Mr., Murtagh,
In regards to your letter of (no date given),subject matter two
Greek Revival Houses which The Woodbury Telephone Company has purchased.
These houses are located in front of and between our commercial
building and Main Street, Woodbury. One has been vacant for several years
and is not in a very good state of repair. The second we purchased granting
the right to the former owner of life residence, she to maintain the interior
and the Company to maintain the grounds, painting roof, taxes, etce

The purchase of both of these houses 1is incorporated into the long
range program of this company. I feel certain that nothing need be done about
the removal of elther building for from 12 to 15 years.

Prior to the erection of both of these houses in the late 1800's
there was a large home at their rear with a large expanse of lawn between the
home and the Main Street with a circular drive leading to the home. Our
present commercial building is located partially on and to the rear of this
former home-site. Our eventuesl plans is to add a front to our present building
to be used as a general office building (our own purposes only), restore the

large lawn with appropriate planting, etce Any building that we would build

facing Main Street would be in keeping with the genersal architecture of the



Thé Woodbury Telephone Company

Woodbury, Connecticut 06798

=

(203) 263-2121
EARLE W. MUNSON
President € Treasurer
A. E. B. TANNER
Vice President
ADDIS W. MORGAN -2=

Secretary

J. GARRY MITCHELL
General Manager

commupity end Historic District # 1 in the Town.

Growth in WooBury and the surrounding communities which we gs a
telephone company serve has been very rapid in the past few years requiring
large additions to telephone plant both building wise and internal switching
equipment. It was suggested by our Historic Commission that we move. This 1s
an impossibility financially, several million dollars are tied up in building
and equipment on our present location. To move would mean a complete new
facility in some other location completed and ready for cut over to service
whitgr our present facility would still be in operation and after a cut over
our present facility would be valueless. Stockholders, Bondholders, etc.
would take a considerable loss, this was explained to the Historic Commission
and they did agree that 1t was an impossibility.

When and if the time comes that the buildings must be removed The
Woodbury lelephone Company will do anything within reason to preserve the
the historic atmosphere of Main Street, Woodbury. All our officers and most
of our employees reside in Woodbury and love the old Town and any future move

of the company will I am sure not be a detrement to Woodbury,

Sincerely yours,

G N D

Earle W, Munson
President & Treasurer



HARLAN H. GRISWOLD
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798

June 5, 1975

Dr. William J. Murtagh
Keeper of National Register
Department of the Interior
National Park Service

18th and C Streets, N.W,
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Doctor Murtagh:

With the help of the Preservation Press, a new division of the National Trust

for Historic Preservation, The 01ld Woodbury Historical Society has published
WOODBURY-A NEW ENGLAND TOWNSCAPE. Designed as an educational venture, the
Society sent a copy free to each household in Woodbury. The remaining inventory
is being sold at $4.00 a copy plus postage (if mailed) of 50¢ (the National Trust
is selling their inventory of the book at $3.00 plus postage).

Two copies of the study are enclosed with this letter. Since both of Woodbury's
historic districts are listed on the National Register and since this study by
Tony Wrenn is the most up-to-date documentation on the districts, it would seem
appropriate that each file in your office should contain a copy --- that is, one
for District No.l and one for District No.2. Hence the duplication.

Tony Wrenn is in the process of completing the survey sheets on all structures
in both districts and when these are completed, I shall see that copies are sent to

you for your files.

Hope to see you in Boston this fall or elsewhere sooner.

Copdially,

Harlan H. Griswold
National Trust Advisor for Connecticut,

Chairman of Connecticut's Register Review Board
and Chairman, Connecticut Historical Commission

HHG: tf
encs

cc: Mr. Tony Wrenn, Box 1112, Alexandria, Virginia, 22314
Mrs. Arthur D. Chaffee, Jr., Chairman, Woodbury Historic District Commission
9 Park Road, Woodbury, Conn. 06798
Reverend Canon Earl Estabrook, President, The 01d Woodbury Historical Society
317 Main St., So. Woodbury, Conn. 06798
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JUN 2 7 1975

Voodbury, Connecticet 06798
Deay Mr. Griswold:

Thank you for sending us copies of tha study, :
Towmscape. hmmwmmnm
Register files on the Woodbury historie districts.

other studiss have dome, this one identifies clearly the clements
mmmmmmmammmmﬂe
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of a bullding and 8
hm.ﬂmm,. careful veview 1f the building

Thask you again for

study bas been - sendisg us the copies |

M:“mw'“’.,mlumu:;wwm. The
o m!«m”"“,mﬂwm

Simceraly yours,
Ronald M. Greenberg:

£or Willtan J, Morvagh

59 South Prespect Street
| Hartford, W 06106 w/ey inc
:uimlz '.mmm :arthm Atlantic Region w/cy inmc
L;;lﬁ v'-lcy inc
: ADerry:dph:6/25/75 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PR

bec:
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NOTIFICATION OF GRANT-IN-AID ACTION

1. STATE APPLICATION IDENTIFIER 2. (Reserved for use by State central information reception agency)

09-75-00049-00

Do Not
Use
This
Space

3. GRANTOR: a. Federal agency

Department of the Interior

b. Organizational unit

National Park Service

c. Administering office — (1) Name

Division of Grants

» (2) Address — Street or P.O, Box City State Zip Code
18th and C Streets, NW Washington D. C. 20240
4. FEDERAL AGENCY GRANT IDENTIFIER: a. Code b. Title . . i .
y Woodbury Historic District: I
09-75-00049~-00 Hurd House Barn Development
c. Purpose

The barn, constructed before 1690, will be reroofed, and architectural
plans and specifications will be prepared for further restoration.

5. GRANTEE: a. Name
CONNECTICUT Mr. John W. Shannahan, Director, Connecticut Historical Commission
b. Add-ess—Street or P.O. Box City State Zip Code
59 South Prospect Street Hartford Connecticut 06106
6. GRANTEE TYPE (Check only the single most applicable box)
a. State b. Inter- c. County d. City e. School f. Special g. Community h. Sponsored i. Other
state district unit action organization
7. APPLICATION RECEIPT DATE 8. ACTION DATE 9. EFFECTIVE STARTING DATE 10. ENDING DATE
Year Month Day Year Month Day Year ‘Month Day Year Month Cay
1
75 | 1 | 28 75 |02 | 2 75 | 02 | 27 |78 |02 |26
11. TYPE OF ACTION (Check as many boxes as apply to this action)
a. New b. Continuation c. Supplemental d. Change in existing grant
grant grant . . grant
(identify agency in item 16) (1) Increase in  (2) Decrease in (3) Cancellation (4) Increase($) (5) Decrease($)
duration duration

& O O R 0 ] g

240-101

12. AMOUNT OF CONTRIBUTION
a. Federal—(1) besic -(2) Supplemental b. State ¢. Local d. Gther
$1,950 $ $1,950* $ $
13. CATALCG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE a. Program Number b. Supplemental Program Number
PROGRAM (if none, clarify in item 16) 15 904
-
14. AUTHCRIZATION
o. Federai Budget Accounts 10=58-104L0~0-1-405
b. Public laws PL Title Sec. PL Title Sec. . PL Title Sec.
89 665
c. U.S. Code 16 U.5.C. 11'70
15. FACIUTY LOCATION: (For facility yrant actions only)
o. City b. County
Woodbury Litchfield
16. REMARKS
*Woodbury Historical Society
) STAMNDARD FORM 240
o i " - ) June 1970 Bureau of the
repared by Ralph E. Thomas 523(139)-5054 Budget Circular A-95




